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Democratic Palitics) Lp- Demoeracy?

2 What is Democraey? VWhy

What is democracy? What are its main fearures? -

Democracy is a fopm of government in which the rulers are efected by the
people.

The main features of democracy are as follows: .
2) In a democracy. the final decision making power must rest with the

people, L

by A demoeracy must be based on free and fajr elections where those
cwrently in power have a fair chance of losing. i

¢} Ina democracy, each adult citizen must have one vote and each vote must
have one valye. '

d} A democratic government rules within limits set by the constimtional law
and citizens rights g '

List the merits and demerits of democracy. (or) What are the arguments for
and against democracy”

Mertts: ( Areuments {or democracy)
FS

A democratic Sovernment is a better government because it is a more -

accountable form of government, '

3

chances of rash or rresponsible decisions. Thus democracy improves the

cuality of decisign making. R

A

Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts.
Different Eroups can iive with ane another peacefully. In a diverse country ~
like India. democraey keeps the country together. o
i Damacracy_guhanc:s the dignity of the citizens. It is based on the principle

of political gqu&ﬁty. The rich and the poor, the educated angd the uneducated
are given the same Status. People are the rulers themselves,

Democracy is heper than cther forms of govermment because itallows us

t0 correct its wn mistakes.

-~ Lhzreis -room-for- publicdiscussion on the mistakes committed by the —

govermment. Ejther the rulers have to change their decisionsg or the rulers can
be changed., -
Demerits: (Arcuments against democracy)
m a democracy. [t leads to instability,
Democracy is aj ahout political cempetition and power-plav. There is no
<ope for morality. '
So many People have 10 be consulted in a2 democracy that it Jeads 1o delays
Elected leaders do not know the best interest of the people. It leads to bad
decisions.

B

Democracy leads 1o corruption for it is based on electoraj competition. 1
Ordinary people don't know what is good for them They should rot be '
ziven the right {5 tal:a decisions.

Democracy is hysed on consultation and discussion, This reduces the ———
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Why does this foom of

our times is that of 2
represematn e dpmocracx, (indirect democracy). e e
In this type of democracy the administrztion is run by the people’s
I'F‘prES“DIEiI‘JES These representatives are elecied by the people on the basis of Ry
universal adult franchise. The representatives make laws on behalf of the
o e
Indirect democracy/Representative democracy becomes necessary ia our
times because — el
* Modern democracies involve such a large number of people that it is
physically impossible for them to sit together and take a collective decision
* Even if they could, the citizen does pot have the time, the desire or the e
skills to take part in all the decisions.

Why is democracy the most popular/prevalent frm of govemmeﬁt’?

Democracy is better than other forms of geve:nment because-

* It offers better chances of taking good deisions.

It respects peoples wishes and responds to their needs,
Democracy alone provides a peaceful way to deal with conflicts and e

differences. '

* It ephances the dignity of the citizens. i

* Even if it makes mistakes it allows a way of corecting its mistakes.

* It is based on political equality and rule of law and respects the basic rights R
of citizens.

*

With the help of case studies and examples from different countries, explain
the features or ( bring out the significance) of democracy-
- In Pakistan Gensr=z P. Musharraf led a militery coup in 1999.

- He overthrew & democratically elected government and declared himself the ;
‘Chief Executive’ of the country. s
- In 2002, he held a referendum that granted him a 5 year extension as
President. SEONSS
-.In 2002, again he issues a Legal Framework Order.According to this prder,
the President can dismiss the national or provincial zssemblies, which are
elected bodies.

Thus the power to take final decision rests with army officials, and General
Musharaff, and none of them are elected by the pzople — This cannot be called U
people’s rule —

“In a democracy the {inal decision making power must rest with those e
elected by the people”.

- In China, elections are held every 35 years for electing the country’s
parliament {National People’s Congress) which has the power 1o appoint the
president of the country.
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- But before contesting elections. a candidate needs the
Chizse Communist Party.
- The government is always formed by the Communist Party.
Thus tn China, people do not have any real choice, as they have to choose the
ruling party and the candidates approved by it.
s Since it independence in 1930, Mexico holds elections every six years to

elect its President.
— - The country has never been under a military or dictatotr’s rule.

- 1intl]l 2000, every election was won by the PRI which was known to use
— many dirty tricks to win the elections.
- Teachers forced parents to vote for PRI
- Media ignored the activities of the opposition except to criticize them.
There was no way the ruling party could be defeated, even if people were
acainst it. These are not fair elections.
“A democracy must be based on {ree and fair elections where 'those
currently in power have a fair chance of losing”.
‘Democracy is closely linked to Universal Adult Franchise’- Yet there are
many instances where equal right to vote is denied. For eg.
__ - In Saudi Arabia women do not have the=ght to vote.

- In Estoniz the citizenship rules are such that it is difficult for the Russian
— minority to get the right to vote.

In Fiji, the vote of an indigeneous Fiji has more value than that of an Indian

— Fijian.
Democracy is based on the fundamental pnanciple of political eguality. There
can be no discrimination among citizens on the basis of caste, class, sex,
religion, language, place of birth etc.
“In a democracv. each adulf citizen must have one vote and each vote
must have on value”,

Since independence, Zimbabawe has been ruled by ZANU-PF. Elections have

been held regularly and dlways won by ZANU-Pf,

- lts leader, President Mugabe is said to use unfair practices in elections.

__ - His government has change the constitution several times to increase the
powers.of the President and make his less accountable,

against the government areideclared illegal.
—— - Television and radio are controlled by the government. The government
harasses those journalists who go against it.
The elxample of Zimbabwe shows that popular governments can be
undemocratic, Popular leaders can be autocrafic .
In a democracy, the state should respect some basic rights of citizens. The
people should be free to have opinions and to express them. to form
association, to protest etc. These rights must be protected by an independent

| constitution and the faw.
—4i “A democratic governoient rules within limits set by constitutional law
¢t and citizens® rights™.

—— - Opposition party workers are harassed. Public protes{ and demonstrations

__ijudiciary. Every office bearer has to be accountable and respect the -




